
 

 

 
Call for Action 

presented at Parks Dinarides - Nature Conservation in the Context of the European Green Deal event, held on 16th 
November 2022 in the European Parliament, Brussels 

 
Noting the EU aspirations of the Western Balkan (WB) countries, further confirmed by the Sofia Declaration, 

Recalling the need for regional cooperation in the field of Nature conservation reflected in the Big Win I & II 
agreements, and the Green Agenda for Western Balkans 

Recognizing that advancing the status of PAs (coverage, management, and governance) directly contributes to all 5 
pillars of the Green Agenda for Western Balkans, especially pillar 5: Biodiversity – protection and restoration of nature 
and ecosystems, as well as to all IPA III objectives. 

Members of Parks Dinarides - network of protected areas of WB – Dinarides region call upon the EU Institutions to 
support EU accession of the WB countries, and EU aspiration to make the continent climate neutral by 2050, through 
increased support to Protected Areas Management Authorities in the WB 

 

What EU institutions can do to support Protected areas of the Western Balkans 

Financial support 

- Advocate for more financial mechanisms aimed at the countries of the Western Balkans to be available to 
protected areas 

- Advocate for calls for proposals to specify or refer to protected areas as targets or beneficiaries 
- Use the mechanisms available to encourage the countries of the Western Balkans to: 

- Support development of cross-border cooperation aiming at integrated transboundary nature 
conservation 

- Support projects aiming at development of dialogue and integration of protected areas into policies of 
other sectors 

Technical /Policy support 

- Include more references to Protected areas in country progress reports:  
- Recommendations should point out possibilities and opportunities (proactive), as well as not only be 

reactions to negative developments (reactive)  
- Recommendations should include references to: coverage, representativity, management, capacity, and 

governance of protected areas. 
- Advocate for prevention of financial support to detrimental and unsustainable projects in protected areas 
- Encourage opportunities for knowledge/experience exchange of protected area stakeholders (including 

public, private, and civil sector). This includes exchange among the WB countries, as well as between WB and 
EU countries. 

- Endorse and promote establishment of a common nature conservation policy framework for the WB - 
Dinarides region (Dinaric convention). 

 


